**To the Editor** --- The international community is failing to fulfil multiple policies that aim to mitigate the impacts of climate change and biodiversity loss^[@CR1]^. For instance, the biodiversity targets set out by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) for 2020, will not be fully met^[@CR1]^. Current national policies informing on carbon dioxide emissions have the world on track for 2.3--4.1 °C by 2100 (<https://climateactiontracker.org>). The current trajectory may soon require considerably deeper cuts if we are to avoid catastrophic climate impacts that demand renovation of a changing world^[@CR2],[@CR3]^. Discussions amongst politicians, policy makers and scientists have largely focused their efforts on dealing with these as separate issues. However, there is increasing recognition that these are fundamentally connected and that a more integrated global approach is essential if we are to resolve the apparent impasse. As a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, the announced one-year delay in the 2020 meetings of the Conference of the Parties (COP) for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP26) and the CBD COP15 provides a unique opportunity to create coherent policy frameworks across the nexus of biodiversity, health, food, water and climate change and align both biodiversity and climate targets. Whilst the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) are currently preparing a report that cuts across this traditional divide, we urge that the two COP meetings be combined, to move beyond aspirations to concrete policies designed to meet international commitments and build on the lessons being learnt today. The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how the global community can come together to solve an international emergency. The world's population has seen a (largely) global and rapid adoption of principles and practices that have limited the contagion, with economic stimuli to support the transition through the pandemic, and a reduction in carbon emissions^[@CR4]^. The same approach in principle can be undertaken to set out a timetable of actions that will allow the world to meet the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the 2016 Paris Climate Agreement.

To directly address the interdependent factors that are driving these major global challenges, Nature-based solutions (NbS) need to play a central role^[@CR5],[@CR6]^. These cannot be solely a top-down approach. To support local communities, a 'Just Transition' will be essential as the world moves towards a low-carbon economy. A 'One Health' approach to decision making is needed to recognize the complex connections between human health and biodiversity at global to local levels^[@CR7]^. Alongside these efforts, a research priority should be investigation into the effectiveness of NbS with changing climate and the range of synergistic solutions, to reduce the trade-offs between stakeholder groups^[@CR8]^. But given the rapidly deteriorating state of the world's environment, more aggressive measures are urgently required for which radical solutions may be necessary. The daring proposal to set aside half of the planet for wildlife conservation in perpetuity needs to be seriously considered^[@CR9]^ in conjunction with other solution packages^[@CR10]^ to sustain well-being for future generations.

The recent COVID-19 pandemic further underlines the intrinsic connections humans have with global ecosystems. The artificial division of initiatives tackling climate change and biodiversity loss must end if we are to establish a sustainable relationship with the natural world and secure a long-term environmental and economic recovery.
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